NOTES AND QUERIES. 


the holiday question. 

, nt alllldcs to this subject, and having seen much of 
I see a correspondent c , to say a few words as 

the evil of the present s\stem, There is no doubt that long 
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tawXden. exercise in .hi previous mon.bs, mu,, all tell on young bodies, 
»“„ll certainly .ell on tempers. My nes. pom. ,s a word of warning 
to mothers as much as to governesses on the undesuableness of allowing 
iri s to run wild in holiday seasons unchaperoned. Few mothers have 
health or leisure to be always with their girls ; but with the present 
freedom of manners, and much increased association of the young of 
both sexes, it is imperative that girls should have their freedom curtailed 
during the later years of their schoolroom life, unless they are to be allowed 
to drift into foolish flirtations, perhaps ending in wretched marriages. 

I live in a neighbourhood much patronised by professional men’s families as 
a holiday resort, and see the manners and customs of many families in 
various grades of society. I cannot sry the sight is edifying, or that the 
future of these young people bids fair to be steady and decorous ; one 
sees boys and girls flying about the country without restraint or chaperone, 
making their own engagements .for picnics, tennis, or riding parties, with 
scarcely a reference to their elders. It is bad enough for the girls who are 
“out,” but for their younger sisters it is ruin. Will not the schoolroom 
routine appear flat after the charming attentions of their brothers’ college 
chum? and should the girl be of a sentimental turn, there may ensue a real 
heartache very hard to cure, blighting what should be the brightest years of 
her life. I am not strait-laced, and am very much in favour of young 
people of both sexes mixing socially ; it teaches youths nice manners, and 
cures girls of affectation, but such social intercourse ought to be invariably 
under the eye of some elder person. Let the young people have every 
latitude in the way of laughing and joking and playing together, but give 
no opportunities for sentimentality. Let their intercourse be in public and 
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and sheTs mUCh taCt ’ unless the mother knows somethin^ of her 
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the Parents Review the question of training for nurses and 
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necessaiy for those who wish to qualify themselves to take any part in the 
education of children— to bring before the notice of parents a^an-er of 
whose existence many may be ignorant. There are now many valuable 
colleges for training teachers, and though students from these usually seek 
their work in schools, some find it in private families, and there are many 
parents who feel that if they can only secure the services of a trained 
teacher, the education of their children is in safe hands. I have myself 
been trained at one of these colleges, and, on looking back, can see that, 
having begun my year’s training without any opinions on the subject of 
education, I began work as a teacher with ideas which, if put into definite 
shape, would have been as follows Each child is born with a germ of the 
Divine Nature and Life within him ; this germ may, if placed°in suitable 
environment and properly developed, grow into the perfect character which 
is the destiny of every human being. But the means of such development 
may be entirely provided by the men and women who surround the child, 
and no further communication of Divine Power is needed. Now it is clear 
that this view of education quite overlooks the constant union and commu- 
nion with its Maker, which the Christian believes is the true life of the 
human soul, and looks on man as a machine placed in the world made won- 
derfully and perfectly indeed, but so as to require no more aid from his 
Maker. This view — as religious as it is non-Christian — is by no means what 
is universally and systematically taught, but I only give my own experience,, 
knowing that others have felt the same. Student. 


We have again to mourn the loss of a deeply valued contributor 
in Mrs. L. D’A. Lipscomb, the author of the “Star Maps,” with 
explanations, which formed so delightful a feature of our fiist years 
issue. Mrs. Lipscomb and her sister, Mrs. F. Steinthal, w r eie amongst 
the earliest and most ardent supporters of the Parents' Review ■ and 
the sudden and untimely death of our gifted collaborator is a loss to 
our readers and a sorrow to ourselves. 


